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Discussion Questions for Exit West, by Mohsin Hamid

Doors:
· The “doors” in Exit West are a fantastical element in an, otherwise, realistic novel.  Why do you think Hamid choose to do this?
· What do you think Hamid meant when he said, in an interview with Paste magazine that: “It’s strange to say, but I really believe in these doors. . . . I think the doors exist in our world, just not the physical manifestation that I’ve given them”?
· There are a number of vignettes where other characters use the doors.  One man, for example, chooses to take a door from England, where he was considering suicide, to Namibia, where created a new life for himself.  What purpose does this or other stories serve?

Place:
· In the beginning of the book the narrator describes the telescope in Saeed’s family apartment.  His father refers to looking at the light of stars, centuries after it passes as time travel.  How does this foreshadow the coming changes in their lives?
· The city where Nadia and Saeed live and from which they flee is unnamed, the only unnamed location in the book. The places that are mentioned in the novel include Greece, London, San Diego, and Tokyo.  How do you feel about the contrast between the vagueness of the origin of Nadia and Saeed and the specific, if futuristic, depiction of these other places?

Love & Sex:
· Is there a romance in this novel?  Are Saeed and Nadia actually in-love the other, or have they just found themselves bound together by terrible circumstances?

Religion:
· Nadia uses outward signs of religiosity as a shield.  Her personal (lack of) faith, however, does not vary throughout the book.  What purpose do you think this serves in the book?
· We Saeed’s faith become more important to him throughout the book.  What purpose do you think this serves in the book?

Style:
· His language is often matter of fact, yet the descriptions are often expansive.  Did you find 
· He sometimes uses humor in discussing horrific events (example).  
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